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EUROLAB aisbl basics

27th of April of 1990

Vision

“ When a group of Directors of eminent public and 

private laboratories took the initiative to create 

Eurolab back in 1990, they shared a common vision: 

the European harmonized internal market could only 

prosper based on improving the quality and safety of 

products, goods and the environment, both to serve 

the European Citizens and to improve the 

competitiveness of European companies and services 

on world market ”.

Alan Bryden (EUROLAB President 1990-1994),                                               

Eurolab 25th Anniversary Book

1st EUROLAB General Assembly, 1990
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EUROLAB‘s general objective is to promote             

cost-effective testing, calibration and measurement, 

services, for which the accuracy and quality assurance 

requirements are adjusted to the actual needs. 

EUROLAB represents testing, measurement and 

calibration laboratories and has 21 Active Members,      

3 Associated Members, 1 Observer Member and                

2 International Affiliates.

Grouping over 2,000 conformity assessment bodies 

representing over 100,000 technical experts and 

laboratory practitioners. 

Added-value & networking
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EUROLAB key objectives:

Representation by formulating and voicing the opinion of laboratories regarding economic, 

political and technical issues having a direct impact on laboratories’ activities both on the 

European scene and world-wide.

Co-ordination by interfacing with organisations having activities of interest to the laboratory 

community, and striving to avoid duplication of efforts and activities.

EUROLAB should be the major multisectorial and horizontal forum for the circulation and 

exchange of information and experience in development of:

 Test, measurement and analytical methods

 The use of test and analytical results in the implementation of legislation and 

directives, in product certification and acceptance, and in technical evaluations

 New measurement and testing techniques for example within the EC framework 

programmes, as well as

 Quality assurance measures

Added-value & networking
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EUROLAB and the TIC Sector
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EUROLAB and the TIC Sector

186 M&A

Top 5: 64%

Top 3: 96 deals
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EUROLAB and the TIC Sector

Mirabaud Report, SGS 

EBIT – Earnings Before Interest & Tax
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EUROLAB  Policy Paper

Testing and inspection services support the quality and safety of products through 
product performance evaluations. For placing a product falling in the scope of a regulation 
on the market in nearly all countries a proof of conformity with the regulation is required. 

EUROLAB Policy Paper

Credits: Bureau Veritas

~ 200 B €
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Today’s challenges

Recognition of Competence & Confidence 

Accreditation & Certification

Directives & Legislation

Marking & Recognition

Standards & Tolerances

Conformity Assessment Measurement 

& Testing
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DG ENER, 

DG ENV, DV EMP,    

DG SANTE,  DG GROW,

DG Mobility and Transport,

DG Research and Innovation,

DG Justice and Consumers

Dialogue with European & International Institutions

EUROLABaisbl

CEOC

EA

ILAC

ISO

IAF

EURAMET

EC DGs

EP

UILI

IFIA

EFNDT

EURACHEM

IMEKO

CEN

EFTA

CENELEC

NLA

NCSLI

Governance Stakeholders

Regulators 
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EUROLAB aisbl

Representing the Labs Community

Relations and MoUs with stakeholders:

 European Commission DG’s

 EFTA

 ISO

 ILAC and IAF

 EA

 CEN

 CENELEC.

With more than 30 representatives in 

european and international committees
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“The difficulty lies not so much in developing new 

ideas as in escaping from old ones.“
John Maynard Keynes

Perspectives: 2017 plus
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Source: D. Toshkov 

55 years of European Legislation

80 Directives / year

1200 Regulations / year

700 Decisions / year

EC increasing impact of European

Legislation, Regulation and DecisionsPerspectives: 2017 plus
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"There is no science without measurements, no quality 

without testing and no global market without standards.” 

European Commission, Measurement and Testing, A European 
research area oriented activity, High Level Expert Group 
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ILAC LC Survey on harmonization and consistency of 

Accreditation 

ILAC LC Meeting in New Delhi, 2016 - Decisions

• Assure confidentiality of Laboratories answers

• Prepare a White Paper on “harmonization and consistency of 

Accreditation” to present in IAF-ILAC Vancouver meetings in 2017

• Develop a survey to support the White Paper and to obtain good

examples

• Define parameters able to provide informations regarding today’s

satisfaction and evolution of Accreditation worldwide
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ILAC LC – Aim of Survey and online link

link: https://goo.gl/OdmfT6

https://goo.gl/OdmfT6
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ILAC LC – Key issues to promote a better 

harmonization and consistency of Accreditation 

a – Scope definition

b – Cycle and frequency of assessment

c – Quality of Assessment 

d – Translation barriers

e – Non uniform interpretation of ISO 17025 at national levels by ABs

f – AB Policies 

g - Use of PT/ILC and similar Quality Control tools in Assessment

h - Lack of Recognition of ILAC MRA
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Final remarks

EUROLAB aisbl & Labs Community: 

 Share ideas, define common goals an build a strong 

network for cooperation.

 Measurement & Testing assure safety and quality of life.
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International Forum 

for the Laboratory Community

Thank you for your kind attention!


