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I'5. Subject:

ENQUIRY ON THE CLEANING OF STAINLESS STEEL MASS STANDARDS

6. Progress

Information about +the procedures used by the participant
laboratories for cleaning mass standards and weights made of
stainless stesel and allied materials, and about their effects on
standard stability, was c¢ollected through a guestionnaire. The
questions concerned, both for internal mass standards and for
customers’ weights,

- procedures of cleaning, rinsing and drying
- frequency of cleaning
- the scientific foundation of the method chosen and the

degree of satisfaction
- data on variations due to cleaning and on the allowed

stabilisation time
- effect of hydrostatic weighings
- desirable studies.

The answers were circulated among the partners and discussed at
a project meeting in January 1995. It was concluded that although
guite different procedures are applied, all of them are effective
and, on the whole, satisfactory; so far not enough data on the
effects of cleaning are available to allow the best procedure to be
selected. It is therefore recommended to collect more data, in
particular to carry out weighings before and after c¢leaning or
immersion in water for density determination and to keep a detailed
record of the history of mass standards. A detailed final report is
in preparation and will be available within 1995.
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